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CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
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JUNE MEETING 


DATE: Wednesday, June 15, 8:15 p.m. 
PLACE: May Treat Morrison Auditorium 


SUBJECT: “THE MAYA OF ANCIENT AND 
MODERN YUCATAN” and “TULA 
TO TULUM” 


These two films, made available to the Academy 
by the New York University Film Library, are con- 
cerned with the antiquities of our neighbor to the 
south, Mexico. 

“The Maya of Ancient and Modern Yucatan” de- 
scribes the ruins of the Mayan civilization and life 
of the present day. Although there seems to have 
been no connection between these people and those 
of surrounding continents, the Mayans developed 
a civilization similar in many respects to that of Egypt 
and of Greece. They developed astronomical ob- 
servations without the use of telescopes and invented 
a calendar more accurate than our own. They de- 
veloped agriculture and industry and built pyramids, 
temples, and palaces, using rudimentary tools. They 
established a government and a written language. 
The total population is estimated to have been from 
eight to ten million. 

“Tula to Tulum” is an interpretation of the arch- 
aeology of Mexico, including Yucatan. The main 
characteristics of the antiquities are developed: 
familiarity with, and fondness for heights; preference 
for elaborate community building projects; religious 
preoccupation; and sure aesthetic sense. These points 
emerge from descriptions of archaeological sites ar- 
ranged in the form of a trip from “Tula to Tulum.” 
Visited between are Xochicalco, Mitla, Monte Alban, 
Palenque, Chichén Itza, and Uxmal. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 

“PUZZLES ON THE EDGE OF THE UNI- 
VERSE” continued in the Theatre of the Stars 
through June 26. Quasars, strange “things” on the 
edges of outer space, may be the key to unraveling 
more mysteries of the universe. 


Performances daily at 3:30 with evening shows, 
Wednesday through Sunday, at 8:30 p.m. Extra 
matinees at 2:00 on Saturdays and Sundays. The 
Planetarium is closed on Monday and Tuesday 
evenings. 

Beginning next month: “LIFE ON OTHER 
WORLDS,” an astronomical super-spectacular sky 
show. 


MORRISON AUDITORIUM 

“THE SEA OF CORTEZ,” Academy-produced 
color documentary, is shown on Saturdays and Sun- 
days at 12:30, 1:45, and 3:00 p.m. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 

From the Academy Collections: “BIRD EGGS.” 
Main Foyer, Science Museum. 

“CAMOUFLAGE IN NATURE,” extraordinary 
and beautiful color photographs taken by the Acad- 
emy’s peripatetic Curator of Entomology, Dr. Edward 
S. Ross. From around the world, Dr. Ross has re- 
corded some of nature’s most wonderful masquer- 
aders. The exhibit, in Lovell White Hall of Man and 
Nature, will continue through 1966. 


“SCIENCE IN ACTION’ (Schedule for viewers in the 
San Francisco Bay Area: Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m., 
with a repeat telecast on Sundays at 6:00 p.m., KQED 
Channel 9. For other areas, consult the listings in your 
local paper.) 

Week of 

June 1-5: “THE FLOWERING DESERT,” with Guest 
Scientist Dr. George E. Lindsay, Director, 
California Academy of Sciences. 

June 8-12: “THE DESERT DWELLERS,” with William 
H. Woodin, Director, Arizona-Sonoma Des- 
ert Museum, 


NEWS and NOTES 22.) 3. 


From APRIL 19 To 29 the Academy 
participated in a joint expedition with the San Diego 
Natural History Museum and the Instituto de Biologia 
of the University of Mexico, to a number of islands 
in the northern part of the Gulf of California. Pur- 
poses of the expedition were to collect plants and 
animals, make geological studies, and to visit sea 
lion rookeries as well as various colonies of nesting 
pelicans, boobies, terns, tropic birds, and gulls. 
Dr. Alejandro Villalobos F. of the Instituto de 
Biologia collected marine invertebrates. Dr. Richard 
Phillips, Director of the San Diego Natural History 
Museum, gave particular attention to the geology 
of the islands. 


Of special interest was Isla Raza which has been 
set aside by the Mexican government as a nesting 
refuge for marine birds, principally Heermann gulls 
and elegant terns. The expedition was warmly re- 
ceived by the Mexican personnel in charge of the 
refuge. 

In the Isla Partida group, a visit was made to the 
type locality of the fish-eating bat, Pizonyx vivesi; 
here also nesting black petrels and large numbers of 
California sea lions were found. 

Academy personnel participating in the expedition 
were Trustee Tom Tilton, Director George E. 
Lindsay, Associate Director Robert T. Orr, and 
Messrs. Dustin Chivers, Ken Lucas, Ray Bandar, 
and Luis Baptista. Support for the expedition came 
from the Belvedere Scientific Fund and the National 
Science Foundation. 


Qremuart AQUARIUM 
will celebrate its third re-brithday on June 28. Ex- 
actly three years ago on that date it reopened its 
great glass doors after having been closed for a 
complete rehabilitation. 

As a modest way of saying thank-you to the citi- 
zenry of San Francisco who voted the $1,575,000 
bond issue which made the rehabilitation possible, 
the Aquarium will be open at night on the evening of 
June 28 from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. Those of you who 
have seen it know the magical, mystical mood that 
Steinhart takes on during the nighttime hours — 
so bring your family and friends and enjoy this 
Happy Re-birthday Celebration! The general public 
is invited. 


Eivervone IS ALSO INVITED to attend 
a showing of prize-winning color slides of insects 
and related arthropods at the CAS on the evening 
of June 29 at 8:00 p.m. These outstanding pictures 
of some of the smaller inhabitants of our world 
will be shown in May Treat Morrison Auditorium 
and are the result of a competition sponsored by the 
Pacific Division of the Entomological Society of 
America in cooperation with the Photographic Society 
of America assisted by the Academy. There is no 
admission charge. 


Memoers OF THE ACADEMY 
will be interested in a new book just published by 
Harper & Row. The volume is entitled “Home Book 
of Animal Care” and was authored by the late Esther 
L. Guthrie, a Life Member of the Academy, with 
the technical assistance of Dr. Robert C. Miller, 


Senior Scientist and former Director of the CAS. 
Unfortunately, Miss Guthrie did not live to enjoy 
the publication of her book; thus seeing it through 
the press became Dr. Miller’s responsibility. 

The jacket description tells the story of this useful 
book: “Practical information for animal lovers, class- 
room teachers, and parents whose children bring 
home strange creatures, with advice on how natural 
habitats may be simulated at home.’’ The 302 page 
book retails for $5.95 and is on sale at the Academy 
sales desks. 


MEET THE STAFF 


KARL SWITAK, Herpetologist for Steinhart Aquar- 
ium, was born in Haberspirk, Germany. In 1952, 
when he was 14, he and his parents emigrated di- 
rectly to San Francisco. He attended local schools 
and majored in zoology at San Francisco City Col- 
lege. 

His mother and father indulged him as a child in 
his consuming interest in animals and always man- 
aged to have one room in their home set aside to ac- 
commodate a host of pets. At one time, he had some 
50 aquarium tanks housing his “creepie crawlies.” 

When at City College, Karl had a part-time job at 
the J. D. Randall Junior Museum as caretaker for 
all the animals. He also spent one summer as Nature 
Director for the San Francisco Boy’s Club at Crag- 
mont Ranch in Sonoma County. 

In September 1963, he learned of an opening at 
Steinhart and came to work as an Aquatic Biologist. 
His present position as Herpetologist occurred ap- 
proximately one year later. 


Even during his off hours, Karl pursues research 
at home, research on the feeding habits of reptiles 
and amphibians of western North America. His holi- 
days are spent in the Pacific Southwest collecting, 
observing, and photographing. He has hundreds of 
color slides. 

He reads voraciously, collects stamps and coins, 
and works out six times a week at a local gymnasium 
as an amateur weight lifter. 

His big dream is to spend a year studying the 
reptilian and amphibian fauna of Australia, particu- 
larly in the remote areas. He also hopes to resume his 
college studies in zoology as time permits. 


RECENT SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS 
of the 
CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


OCCASIONAL PAPERS: 


“Type Specimens in the California Academy of Sciences, 
Department of Invertebrate Zoology.’ Charles 


Stasek. No. 51. April 15, 1966 


“Harold Heath's Type Solenogasters (Mollusca, Amphi- 
neura, Aplacophora) in the California Academy of 
Sciences, Department of Invertebrate Zoology.” Charles 
R. Stasek. No. 52. April 15, 1966 


“A Review of the Genus Esselinia Hebard with the 
Descriptions of a New Subspecies (Orthoptera: Acridi- 
dae.” David C. Rentz. No. 54. April 15, 1966 


NEW MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 


Regular Membership 
Mr. Frederick W. Barrett Mr. Robert D. Kelley 
Mrs. Frances Bond Mr. Peter M. Keyes 
Miss Donna Bramsman Mr. G. Scott Kirkbride 
Mr. Alfred C. Buckingham Mr. Ogden J. Lamont 
Dr. John M. Coble, Ill Mr, Michael Blake Martinovich 
Mr. Alberto A. deGrassi Mrs. Robert M. Neff 
Mr. Richard L. Doutt Mrs. John H. Nuckolls 
Mr. Robert Edwards Mr. John R. Pemberton 
Mr. Stephen T. Garoutte Mrs. Lillian S. Picher 
Mrs. Grace H. Gleason Mr. R. M. Rigney 
Mr. R. S. Hazeltine Miss Jessie L, Saunders 
Mrs. Maurice E. Kaasa, Jr. Mrs. Malcolm G. Smith 

Mr. Louis Sopata 


Family Membership 
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Kirkham 
Mr. Robert Kitchak 


Mr. Richard L. Arnold 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Ball 
Mr. & Mrs. J. T. Barnes Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Narcisso, Jr. 
Mr. John F. Cazahous Dr. Sylvan Raphael 

Mr. & Mrs, David Swartz 


Contributing Membership 
Mr. Brooks Walker, Jr. Mr. John C. Walker 


Life Membership 
Mr. Matt Ban 
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GOLDEN GATE PARK + SAN FRANCISCO 94118 
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